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Map study to locate potential unrecorded Rights of Way in Hertfordshire 

OUTLINE 

Introduction 

The purpose of this work is to identify possible unrecorded or incorrectly recorded rights of way. 

We are aiming to cover the whole of our Area, with minimum duplication of effort. 

Map checking can be done by parish or group of parishes, as a desk + computer exercise, going through all the 

various map versions for a patch. This way, you get familiar with it, so it makes matching up the maps and 

spotting the differences much easier. 

You will also need input from someone on the ground who may have seen things worth investigating. Things may 

look very different on the ground, so if you cannot do it yourself, contact the local footpath secretary to check 

things for you and take photos if necessary. 

 

The suggested steps go backwards from current maps through progressively more historic ones. 

They go through maps you can research at home using a computer to ones only available in archives such as the 

National Archive (TNA) or the Hertfordshire Archive and Local Studies (HALS). 

 

The first steps will just establish the present situation, and identify routes that may be wrongly recorded or 

omitted altogether from the official record. Going on to historical records, you may begin to find legal evidence 

that can be used to support an application for the route. If a route is a clear candidate for a claim, we may then 

need to research further evidence before making an application.  

 

LIST OF STEPS (details on later pages): 

The current situation 

1. Check what work is already in progress: we have a list of applications already submitted and other routes now 

being worked on within your parish(es).  

2. Check the current 1:25,000 map for anomalies, or paths you use that are not shown (see step by step 

procedure for details of things you can look for). 

3. Check current Rights of Way (RoWs) on the OS map against the Herts Definitive Map (DM) on line. 

4. Check routes identified (steps 2 & 3, or on the ground) against the Herts Gazetteer (List of Streets) on line. 

 

Historical evidence 

5. Check routes against historic OS maps: up to 3 editions of the OS 25" County Series maps are available at the 

National Library of Scotland website. Look at all routes shown on these maps, especially noting any NOT on 

the current maps. These maps do not prove the legal status of a route, but support other evidence, and are 

vital to see the line of paths and roads at the time. 

6. Inland Revenue Valuation Records for 1910 Finance Act: 

These can give evidence of the legal status of the routes when the tax records were produced. The maps 

themselves provide evidence of old highways in the form of “white roads” – strips of land that were not taxed 

because they were publicly owned roads. Public footpaths across land earned tax relief. We have photos of 

almost all the IR maps for the Area, so you can have a copy of them to put on your computer. 

7. Other old maps, for example created by footpath or walking groups. Maps pre-1950 (before the DM was 

produced) are particularly useful to help support a case for a route. The very historic maps Dury & Andrews 

(1766) and Bryant (1822) are very good evidence for old roads. 

8. Tithe Maps are on CD in HALS. Inclosure Maps (where available) are on paper in HALS. 

These documents provide strong legal evidence for routes that are described on them.   

9. Are your routes of interest crossing parish boundaries, railways or canals? 

If so, OS Boundary Records, Railway plans, or Canal plans may show the route. 

 

AFTER THESE STEPS:  

Once we’ve finished identifying potential claims, we will be in a position to decide which routes are worth 

claiming. We will then look for more archive evidence. The Green Book – Bucks & Wadey “Rights of Way – 

Restoring the Record” fully describes other available sources (loan copies are available). Archive researchers will 

be gathering as much of this data as they can for use in the next step: making an application for a Definitive Map 

Modification Order (DMMO) to add a new route or change an existing right of way on the Definitive Map. 
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Map study to locate potential unrecorded Rights of Way 

STEP BY STEP PROCEDURE 

When you check a route, please make a note of what you have checked on a spreadsheet, including everything 

you look at whether positive or negative (so others don’t end up doing it all again!!) 

This means giving a brief description and identifying start and end points of the route. 

So that we can bring all the research together, it will be helpful if you can use a standard method of recording. 

There is no need to make a note of routes that are correctly recorded – just anomalies. 

 

 

COLLECTING DATA ON THE CURRENT SITUATION 
 

1. Before you start: 
You will need your own copy of the latest OS 1:25,000 map of the area (see below)  

We will supply you with:  

• the spreadsheet template, in which to record every route of possible interest. For every route you come 

across, add it to the spreadsheet with a serial number within your parish.  

The front sheet lists the codes to use in the various columns. 

• a list of DMMO applications already submitted and work in progress for your parish(es)  

• the Word template to record details of each route worthy of further investigation.  

As soon as you find a few things you want to record about a route that won’t fit on the spreadsheet log, 

set up a Word document with a name including its reference number, and put it in a folder where you can 

gather photos and screen snapshots relating to it. 

Later, for the historic work, we will supply you with: 

• an explanation of the numbering system for the County Series maps, and the map numbers  for your 

parishes (for step 5). 

• access to the archive documentation we already have for your patch – OS Area Book for step 5, Inland 

Revenue valuation records for step 6. 

• The latest list of any additional archive material that may be useful for your patch, such as plans for 

railways crossing, boundary books to other parishes, stopping up orders. 

 

2.  Start with the current OS 1:25,000 map eg at https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/: 

Use the latest version you can get hold of. There are a surprising number of updates each year. 

If you have a subscription to OS maps on line (link above), that will be the most up to date you can get. 

With this map alone, paper or on line, you can: 

• Look for anomalies: 

o rights of way stopping short of the road 

o Change in type / access rights at a junction or parish boundary (eg bridleway to footpath) 

o dead ends – routes not continuing over a parish or other boundary  – or just ending without 

joining anything “public”. 

o Look particularly around farms, because paths often ran/run between farms 

• Note any “Other Routes with Public Access” (ORPAs) shown separately on the OS map (they are not yet 

RoWs, but should be unless they are really a road!) 

• Note white routes that look “interesting” – eg lanes that do not just end at a house 

• Check how routes go over the border to the next parish or county (many recording errors can be spotted 

here) 

• Enter any interesting routes you find with an 8 figure grid reference including the 2 grid square letters (if 

you are using mapping software it should give you that, or if not, go to 

https://www.gridreferencefinder.com/ ) 

You may find it helpful to mark the routes of interest on your map for easy reference, as well as recording them in 

the spreadsheet. 
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3.  Check RoWs on the OS map against the Definitive Map (DM) on line  

at http://webmaps.hertsdirect.org/row/row.htm  

Make sure that the DM corresponds exactly with the OS map. The sorts of anomalies you may find are: 

• The OS map shows a right of way (RoW) going to the road where the DM doesn’t. 

• Access rights may not match: footpath (FP), Bridleway (BR), Restricted byway (RB) or Byway open to all 

traffic (BOAT). 

• For an anomaly in an existing  RoW on the DM, note the id (parish & number) in your spreadsheet log.  

• For a route you have identified that is not yet a RoW, note the ids of any RoWs it connects with. 

(Don’t worry about the situation where the walked line differs significantly from the DM line) 

 

 

 

4.    Check against the Herts Gazetteer (List of Streets) 
 at http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/actweb/gazetteer/  

       This is particularly useful to check the status of  

A. Urban Alleys:  

• Check whether the alley is on the Gazetteer. Some are also recorded as RoWs.  

• Make a note of any that are not recorded at all. 

B. Other Routes with Public Access (ORPAs): 

• Check whether each ORPA is on the List of Streets.  If it is NOT recorded or only recorded in part, it is a 

potential application, so make a note of it. 

• For those that ARE recorded on the Gazetteer, do they look like proper roads (no doubt about using 

them)? Or does it need recording as a RoW for the avoidance of doubt? Make a note of any that are 

unsurfaced or don't look inviting, just in case (can often be checked using Google Earth). 

C. White roads from the OS map: 

Some will not be identified at all on the gazetteer, but some will be recorded even if “not maintainable”. 

 

Using the Herts Gazetteer: 

• To find a route on the Gazetteer, type in a nearby street name.  Turn off the option “Only search for those 

maintained by HCC” then click Search.   

• You will see a map including the named street, highlighted in pink. You can move the map to see the 

particular route you are interested in, and zoom in or out. Click on your route and ask to “show on map”. 

The entry will give the status, who is responsible for maintenance, and a “Section ID” number.   

• If you find something interesting, take a screenshot of the map and save it for future use, eg using 

Windows Snipping tool. 

•  If it is an existing right of way, record its FP or BR number, for other routes note the Section ID number, 

or if “no streets found at this location” just record X. 

• Note if Herts CC is responsible for maintenance as M (or RoW if it is the RoW team). Put NM if not 

maintainable, and X if it wasn’t on the Gazetteer at all. 
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COLLECTING HISTORIC DATA 
 

5.   Compare with Historic OS maps  
Many old editions of OS maps are available for you to inspect on line. They do not provide legal proof of the 

existence of a right of way, but they are good supporting evidence when used with other material.  

Keep useful information you have found in an individual Word document for the route. Always record the date, 

title, sheet number and scale of any map on which you find your route and you should also record the parish and 

township the route is in. 

 

The most useful historic map is the OS County Series 25" dating back to the 1850s. Up to 3 editions have been 

digitised by the National Library of Scotland.  

• Follow the link to http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/index.html   

You will be given a choice of views. 

• Choose to browse the maps: “As individual sheets using a zoomable map of England and Wales”.  

• Either zoom in to the part of the country you are interested in, or type in a place name and zoom out 

again to see a larger area. 

• Once you reach the area you are interested in, you will be given a list of up to 3 editions of the 

Hertfordshire map to choose from.  

[Refer to the sheet explaining the numbering system for the County Series maps, and the map numbers  

for your parishes.]  

At county boundaries, there will also be a choice of maps from the neighbouring county which may be 

different.  

It is useful to look at all three editions, particularly: 

o 1
st

 edition (1877-1880) links to the “OS Area Book” which lists every plot number and says what it 

is, eg Arable, Pasture. Useful to confirm a plot is a Road, which would support byway status (but 

bridleways and footpaths are not listed).  

We have photos of the OS Area Books for each parish in Herts, for use with the first edition maps. 

o 2
nd

 edition (1897-1901) labels footpaths FP and bridleways BR on the map  

(“OS Object Name Books” give a list of every single name for roads and places marked on the 

map, and record who attested to those names. So if you want to use a road named on the map, 

these books provide stronger evidence than the map itself. Available in The National Archive at 

Kew (TNA). Ask a researcher to get the information for you.) 

• Look for tracks, BRs and FPs shown on the maps. See if every route is matched by a corresponding track 

or footpath on the current OS map. A path shown may not necessarily have been open to the public, but 

make a note of it (with description and grid refs as usual) for later investigation. 

• Take a screenshot of anything interesting and store it for later use. 

 

The "seamless zoomable overlay layer" allows you to view the old map on top of another map if you wish. 

Unfortunately it does NOT offer the current OS 1:25,000 as a possible overlay, but you can see the aerial view 

which can be very useful to see how the ground looks today: 

• Go back to http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/index.html   

• Choose "seamless zoomable overlay layer" 

• Either zoom in to the part of the country you are interested in, or type in a place name and zoom out 

again to see a larger area. 

• Try the various styles of overlay from the pull-down menu and vary the transparency slider in the bottom 

left corner 

 

Many other scales are available at http://maps.nls.uk/series/  that may be helpful for you to find routes of 

interest (though there is no point taking screenshots of lots of different ones). For example: 

• OS 1:25,000 maps of Great Britain - 1937-1961  

• Second edition 6” maps are useful for finding off-road routes (labelled FP or BR). BR is an indication that 

the route was once a recognised bridle road (more documentary evidence is needed).  
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6.   Inland Revenue Valuation Records for 1910 Finance Act 

This is where you start collecting strong legal evidence of the existence of a Right of Way. 

 

The IR map showed the areas of land to be taxed. They were coloured in and given a “hereditament” number 

(usually coloured in red with identifier Pt). This number can be found in a Reference Book for the tax parish (not 

always the same as the County Parish – the tax parish is also shown in red where it differs). 

Areas in white show non-taxable public land. So the maps themselves provide evidence of old public highways in 

the form of “white roads”. 

Public bridleways and footpaths entitled the landowner to a deduction from his tax bill, which will be seen in the 

Reference Book – a four page entry for each hereditament. Unfortunately it just says “footpaths” and how much 

the deduction is. So you don’t know where the footpath is, and if there are multiple footpaths, whether it applies 

to one or all of them. 

The IR maps were prepared on a copy of the 2
nd

 edition County Series map (so don’t confuse the OS plot numbers 

with the IR Pt numbers). 

 

We now have photos of almost all the IR maps for the Area. 

Refer to the sheet explaining the numbering system for the County Series maps used earlier, which also explains 

how the related IR maps can be found. The ones you need can be given to you via a shared area or memory stick. 

 

To check the IR map: 

• Identify which IR maps are available to cover each County Series sheet in your parish (using the reference 

sheet provided). 

• Multiple photos cover each map, so you will need to look through them to find the bit you want. 

• If your route is shown as a white road, you can screenshot that as evidence. 

• If your route is a FP or BR crossing a hereditament, you will need further evidence. Record its Pt number 

shown in red. This is the reference number of an entry in the IR Field Book. 

• On your Word document for the route, note the document number and date of any map you use. 

• You may need to look at neighbouring maps to be sure that you have seen the whole length of your white 

road OR the whole hereditament.  

• A hereditament can be formed of separate parts across the map, all given the same colour and Pt 

number. Note particularly if any other FPs or BRs are shown through the same hereditament, as these will 

all contribute to the tax deduction. Are they on the current OS map? These other routes could explain all 

the tax deductions shown. You will need screenshots of all sections of the hereditament as evidence. 

• Ask a researcher to photograph the entry in the IR Field Book to see if a tax deduction was claimed. 

 

 

 

7.   Other local historic maps 
Many maps were produced by different organisations which can provide supporting evidence of unchallenged use 

of a route over time.  

Some were very carefully researched with the help of the landowners, which makes them more reliable. 

Repeated publication of walking routes in different editions would imply that there was no dispute over the use 

of the route. 

Examples we have available are: 

• Watford Fieldpath Association map – 1902. This was carefully researched and Chris Beney has the original 

field books as supporting evidence if required. 

• Commons Preservation Society – 1900 map of footpaths of Barnet, Elstree, Hatfield, North & South 

Mimms, Sandridge & Shenley 

• Berkhamsted Fieldpath Map 1948 

 

HCC did surveys before they took over responsibility for highways from rural district councils after 1930. We have 

copies of these Handover Maps for Hitchin Rural and St Albans in 1938. 

 

Much older maps such as Dury & Andrews (1766) and Bryant (1822) will also be referred to if an application is 

made. 
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STILL TO DO 

8.   Tithe Maps & Enclosure Maps 
Tithe Maps are on CD in HALS.  

 

Inclosure Maps (where available) are on paper in HALS. 

 

In one visit to HALS, a map checker or group could go through both these maps to identify any historic routes not 

on any current maps, or more likely to find more supporting evidence for routes already identified. 

 

9.   Other useful historical evidence 
Are your routes of interest crossing parish boundaries, railways or canals? 

* OS Boundary Records, Railway plans, or Canal plans may show the route. We have copies of some of these 

records, and can research others for you if required. 

 

 


